The Rindge Conservation Commission respectfully requests that the Rindge Selectmen publish, in the Monadnock Leger Transcript and on the town website:

NOTICE regarding the clean-up of storm damaged trees in wetlands and natural woodland buffers.

Wetlands and natural woodland buffers are resource areas defined in the Rindge “Wetlands Conservation District Ordinance”.  This ordinance is available at the town office or on the town website.  The ordinance should be reviewed prior to cutting trees in suspected resource areas.  If trees are to be cut in natural woodland buffers, every effort must be made to comply with the “Wetlands Conservation District Ordinance”, Sec. 7:

A. Tree cutting is limited to 50 percent of the basal area of trees and 50 percent of the total number of saplings or shrubs in a 20-year period.  A healthy well distributed stand of trees, saplings, shrubs, and ground covers must be maintained.  Stumps and their root systems must remain intact in the ground within 50 feet of the Ordinary High Water Mark of Surface Waters and within 50 feet of Vegetated Wetlands.

B. Trees, saplings, shrubs and ground covers which are removed to clear an opening for buildings, septic systems, roadways, pathways and parking lots shall be excluded when computing the percentage limitations in the preceding subsection.

C. Dead, diseased, unsafe or fallen trees may be removed and shall be excluded when computing the percentage limitations in the first subsection.

D. Dead and living trees that provide habitat for wildlife are encouraged to be preserved.

Wherever trees are completely uprooted, the Rindge Conservation Commission recommends that they be cut close to the root/soil mass, allowing the mass to return to its upright position then left to re-root and sprout new growth.  It is highly recommended that “before and after” photographs be taken when significant tree removal is anticipated in resource areas.  

If anyone has a question regarding compliance with the “Wetlands Conservation District Ordinance” or other wetland laws please request a site review by the Rindge Conservation Commission to avoid violations.  Site review request forms are available at the town office. 
